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Becomer of the Month: Alfatih Timur (Timmy), Co-Founder and CEO 
Kitabisa.com  

Information are all based on results of direct interview from the members of Becomemore to Mr. Alfatih Timur 
 

Why did you want to 
start kitabisa.com? 

It was originally an idea when i look at crowdfunding in the US 
and Australia. So it didn’t come from me (not my real idea) but it’s 
really inspired from best practices from across the world. But it’s 
sort of aligned from what i did in campus, I used to do a lot of 
offline fundraising when I was in college. So it’s sort of connected 
(when i saw crowdfunding in the US i remember back then I was 
doing a lot of fundraising offline) so I was thinking why don’t we 
use it to raise funds for social projects right? Like building schools 
and libraries and things like that. So that’s the original reason why 
we start is to help activists raising funds for social causes. Cause 
my background is activist as well, I spent like three years in 
campus as a member of the student body, especially in social 
politics division. 

If you weren't doing 
what you're doing right 
now, what would you 
be doing? 

I might join a start-up or creating another social startup. Yeah, 
because I believe what happened in the US, in India and in China 
will eventually work in Indonesia as well. It’s just a matter of 
inspiration and idea and you can replicate it here in Indonesia. So 
I might start another start up or work for one. 

Who has influenced 
you the most? 

For family, definitely my dad. He’s a doctor he spent so much time 
in the village (sometimes unpaid). He’s a very selfless guy. Umm 
he just tries to help as many people as possible. And second 
person besides family is Muhammad Yunus. Hahahaha, Puti (his 
wife) keeps pointing her finger to herself. Hahaha sorry you’re not 
inspiring yet. Yeah the second person that inspired me most is 
Muhammad Yunus, he’s a nobel prize winner from bangladesh, 
he’s the one that created Gramin?? bank. A bank for the poor. 
He’s super smart, PhD in economics but he’s the type of academic 
that really understands whats happening on the grassroots, so not 
a typical economist who just sees numbers and then sees 
statistics from above, from books, from news. He’s the one that 
really goes to the grassroots and see the real problem. So he 
created Gramin bank so he (……….) 

If you could sing one 
song at Indonesian Idol, 
what would you sing? 

Ummm I think right now I’m gonna sing ERK (efek rumah kaca), so 
yes, it’s a very thoughtful and mindful band with deep lyrics. So 
that’s what I appreciate the most from efek rumah kaca. 
Titlenyaaaa……. “Di Udara”. It’s a song about almarhum Munir, an 
activist that got poisoned on an airplane. 
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What is your least 
favourite thing about 
humanity? 

Wowwww…. This is super smart. 
Hmmmm…… Almost none. Humanity is really….. First, it’s a really 
selfless activity when you help someone in the spirit of humanity. 
And [the term] humanity really destroys every single difference 
(racist, religion, anything). Probably sometimes when we say 
humanity, it’s not pure humanity. We are tied to our own bias, 
which might make what we feel as a humanity [becomes] 
humanity in our perspective. For example people who are helping 
other people in the time of disaster, sometimes they still choose 
which victims that they want to help. Sometimes they’re looking 
for victims with the same religion or same origins. Yeah but it’s 
quite rare though.  
 
So I think that’s the least favourite thing about humanity. When 
people are tied to their own personal bias, instead of looking at 
humanity as a real humanistic view, without any differences. 
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